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Penshurst Parish Council Meeting   
Draft Minutes 

Draft Minutes of the Penshurst Parish Council Meeting held in Penshurst Village Hall on Monday 1st June 
2026, which commenced at 7.15 pm. 
 
Present: Councillor Andy Campbell (Chairman), Councillor Norman Furnell, Councillor Jonathan Horsford, 
Councillor Robert Rees, Councillor Duncan Howard, Councillor Sally Jolly, District Councillor Streatfeild, and 
Rachael Turner (Clerk & RFO).  
 
Absent: Councillor Dianne Broad, Councillor Bruce Townsend Councillor Richard Gerard-Sharp 
 
1. Apologies for Absence received and approved from Cllr Broad and Cllr Townsend 

 
2. Declaration of interests – none received. 
 
3. Minutes of the 11th May 2026 Penshurst Parish Council Meeting were duly approved and signed. 
  
4.  Matters Arising 

a. Parking for Fordcombe Village Hall is being looked at by FVH Committee. Parking will be for 
when the hall is in use only and a process for securing the gate outside of these times is being 
considered. 

 
b. Safety concerns raised by residents regarding parking opposite Penshurst school and traffic 

calming needed in Fordcombe.  
i. In Penshurst inappropriate parking, both on double yellow lines near the pub and poor 

parking in the layby opposite the school has been reported. This is pushing traffic into 
oncoming traffic on the bend. Clerk to request Police attend early evening to have a 
look. 

ii. In Fordcombe concerns have been raised over parking and safety at school pick up and 
drop off times. Clerk to follow up with previous request for Police to attend and to also 
ask about traffic calming. 
 

Clerk has also chased up Highways who were investigating options for traffic calming for the 
approaches to and from both Penshurst and Fordcombe schools. 
 

c. Hawthorn bush near Rogues Hill bridge has grown and is causing limited visibility across the 
bridge so safety concerns continue. Despite requesting it be cut back several times this 
unfortunately hasn’t happened. Cllr Broad to speak to land tenant. 
 

5. Open Session - NO MOP present, nothing raised. 
 

District Cllr Streatfeild reported there had been breaches of the Noise Management Plan by Kingdom. 
Staff are now answering the phone and checking noise levels when issues are raised so there is more 
interaction between staff and residents which is an improvement. 
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SDC food waste collection rollout had gone ok. The LGR decision is expected mid-July. The Regulation 
19 next stage is expected in a few weeks. There will be an update on Chiddingstone Causeway in mid-
June. 
 
The water supply issues continue across the county. A water resilience forum has been set up and Cllr 
Streatfeild is working with them.  
 
It was asked if the water companies were in breach of regulations. Cllr Streatfeild confirmed there are 
lots of investigations going on with OFWAT etc. Setting up the resilience forum is a step forward as 
parties can work together. 
 
Leicester Square water leak is ongoing. It was asked if water companies could check the flow rate, for 
waste water and storm drains to identify any issues. 
 
7.35 pm Cllr Streatfeild left the meeting. 

  
6.  Finance/Accounts:  

a. Payments:   The accounts listed at the end of the Minutes were be presented for payment and 
approved at the meeting. 
 
Clerk reported an internal transfer from the savings account to the current account was 
required to meet running costs. £15,000 transfer approved. 

 
b. *Finance Update including bank reconciliation was given and approved. 

 
c. AGAR – Noted the audit documentation has been submitted to the external auditors, Forvis 

Mazars. 
 

d. Noted VAT reclaim of £647.53 for 25-26 and the first instalment of Precept 26-27 of £25,000 has 
been received. 
 

e. Grant Applications:  None received for this meeting. 
 
7. Allotments update – rent payments are being received. So far, no holders have offered to give up their 

plots. Clerk will be arranging a site visit with Cllr Campbell to check holders are keeping their plots 
maintained and cultivated. Cllr Campbell to get quotes to cut down the dead fir tree by the gate at 
Bottlehouse Allotments 
 

8. The wall – Chafford Lane.  The land is not registered so no ownership has been determined. It does not 
belong to PPC. It was agreed that PPC would not get quotes for repair as the wall was not the 
responsibility of PPC. 

 
9. IT Provider – Poor service continues with the current provider. Despite raising complaints, calling and 

emailing still nothing has been received.  A change of provider was approved.  A shortlist of potential 
alternatives is being put together by Clerk and will be shared with Councillors. 
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10. Clerk Report – Items for noting and information 

a. Thanks have been received from Fordcombe News for the Grant 
 

b. Play area annual safety inspection will take place soon. 
 

c. Bulk waste service – Clerk is looking at various providers with roll on roll off options and caged 
tippers. All providers are licenced. It was suggested a compactor lorry should be considered. 
Shortlist will be provided for next meeting. 
 

11. Planning:  
Current Applications  

25/03488/HOUSE - 
revalidated 

1 Moat Cottages 
Doubleton Lane 
Penshurst 
Tonbridge Kent 
TN11 8JA 

Demolish existing shed and rear extension to be replaced with 
rear extension. Convert upstairs garage space into an annexe 
with a downstairs wc / shower room. Air Source Heat Pump. 
Greenhouse and new shed. Extension to patio area 

26/01285/AGRNOT 
Little Chart Smarts 
Hill Penshurst 

Steel framed agricultural building for storage of agricultural 
machinery and hay with associated access track. For info only. 

26/01015/HOUSE 

2 Stone Cottages 
Poundsbridge Lane 
Poundsbridge 
Penshurst Kent 
TN11 8AQ 

Proposed 2 storey side extension and internal alterations. 

26/01290/WTCA 

Rogues House 
Rogues Hill 
Penshurst Kent 
TN11 8BD 

Pine tree, take down to ground level. For info only. 

26/01138/FUL 

Fir Tree House Tea 
Rooms Penshurst 
Road Penshurst 
Kent TN11 8DB 

Construction of new 1.2m high garden wall with plinths and 
piers on road frontage by replacing existing 1.2m high reed 
screening and removal of trees 

 
There are no comments to submit. 
 
12. *Highways & Public Rights of Way 

a. Fordcombe Village Hall have kindly agreed for safety mirror to be placed on verge to aid visibility 
when exiting The Lane. Cllr Horsford to confirm type and Clerk to order. 

 
13. Items for noting or inclusion on future agenda. 

a) Neighbourhood Watch to be included on future agendas. Cllr Furnell reported miniature horses 
had been stolen locally. GPS units are being stollen from tractors. Locally farm equipment has 
been stolen and intruders seen on rural properties and farms. 
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There is lots of fraud with senior people being targeted. Useful updates can be found at: 
14052026 - Updated Kent Fraud Alert System.pdf  and 
https://members.mycommunityvoicekent.co.uk/AlertMessage/Attachment/510AFB2358E7DBA
1AD69B7C3540C1BB4 .  

a. Affordable Housing – PPC are meeting with English Rural to understand the outcome of 
the pre-app meeting with SDC about the New Road site. 

 
b. The bus shelter opposite Penshurst Village Hall is in need of some maintenance. Clerk to 

arrange. 
 

c. The water leak at Leicester Square is still ongoing. Clerk to follow up. This has been 
reported again and were told it was a new stop cock needed. Unfortunately, SE Water 
had no record of this on file and were sending another engineer out. It has been 
confirmed it is not mains water. 

 
d. The footbridge on the SR471 footpath near Spring Hill is still in need of repair. Cllr 

Horsford to send photos to Clerk who will report to PROW. 
 

e. It was asked what depth of deterioration of a road surface would deem it in need of 
resurfacing – it is believed this is 5cm. Cllr Howard to report issue to Highways. 

 
f. It was confirmed old waste petrol can be disposed of at some garages. 

 
g. Dog poo on footpaths, the cricket ground and also thought to be in the play area is a 

safety issue. Play area signage to be checked and CCTV reviewed if that is the case.  A 
request has been made for a poo bin to be put on the SR465/SR477 footpath by the 
Medway bridge as there is a lot of it present there. Clerk to investigate. 

 
Date of next meeting – Monday 3rd August 7.15 pm Full Council Meeting in Penshurst Village Hall. 
  
Meeting dates/times can be subject to change, please always check  
https://www.penshurstpc.co.uk/website  for next meeting date/Agenda. 
 
Appendix 
Payments list:   
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Payee Details of payment Amount

Lucy Fuller Rowell Lengthslady services May 26 100.00£              

Rachael Turner Clerk pay May 26 1,019.84£               

HMRC 120PR02597105 Tax and NI May 26 412.61£                  

Gallagher Insurance Hiscox Insurance - Annual renewal 1,092.98£               

Penshurst Property 

Partnership Annual allotment rent
7.50£                      

Applied Accountancy Ltd

Payroll services to 5/4/26, HMRC submissions 

and year end procedures
194.40£                  

TOTAL 2,827.33£           
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