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Penshurst Parish Council Meeting   
Draft Minutes 

 
Draft Minutes of the Penshurst Parish Council Meeting held in Penshurst Village Hall on Monday 3rd August 
2026, which commenced at 7.15 pm. 
 
Present: Councillor Andy Campbell (Chairman), Councillor Norman Furnell, Councillor Jonathan Horsford, 
Councillor Duncan Howard, Councillor Sally Jolly, Councillor Richard Gerard-Sharp, Councillor Dianne 
Broad, Rachael Turner (Clerk & RFO), District Councillor Streatfeild and 2 Members of Public (MOP) 
 
Absent: Cllr Robert Rees, Councillor Bruce Townsend 
 
1. Apologies for Absence were received and approved from Cllr Robert Rees and Councillor Bruce 

Townsend. Apologies were also received from County Cllr Mayall 
 
2. Declaration of interests in agenda items – Cllr Furnell declared he was the neighbour of Oakley House, 

which a planning amendment had been submitted for. 
 
3. Minutes of the 1st June 2026 Penshurst Parish Council Meeting were duly approved and signed by the 

Chairman. 
  
4.  Matters Arising 

a. Parking for Fordcombe Village Hall. It was confirmed the Fordcombe Village Hall Committee are 
still looking at parking. Due to the amount of hall users visiting, if additional parking is not 
sorted soon then a more longer-term solution such as tarmacking part of The Green may have 
to be considered. 

b. Proposed safety mirror installation on the verge opposite The Lane – Cllr Horsford no longer felt 
this was a suitable solution, and it would be better to extend the yellow lines to prevent 
parking. The Lane junction is on the Highways Improvement Plan and is with KCC Highways. 
Clerk has added the request regarding extending yellow lines. 
 

5. Open Session   
a. A MOP raised the following: 

i. The handrail on the steps at Leicester Square was still broken. The Clerk confirmed this 
was the responsibility of Penshurst Place, and they were aware of it and it was on their 
works list. Clerk to chase up. 

ii. The bus shelter at Penshurst was in need of attention. Clerk to investigate and arrange 
maintenance. 

iii. The path between the two bridges was overgrown and needs cutting back. Clerk to 
inform Highways 

iv. Rogues Hill Bridge – the hawthorn bush still hasn’t been cut back and is obstructing the 
view and is a safety concern as it is hard to see oncoming traffic. It was confirmed 
several requests had been made of the tenant and Penshurst Place to get it cut back but 
unfortunately nothing had been done.  
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v. Ongoing water leak at Leicester Square. The water is still coming up out of the ground. 
Cllr Furnell reported that Tom Tugendhat, MP, had also written to Southern Water 
regarding the leak. 
 

6. Kent County Councillor Robert Mayall – Apologies had been received from Cllr Mayall, and his report 
was read out in his absence.  
 
Cllr Mayall confirmed he had been in contact with KCC Highways as complaints had been made about 
speed signs covered in over growth, twisted round and also speeding in Fordcombe. He has requested 
KCC review and repair/maintain urgently. Flashing 20 MPH speed signs will be installed near the school 
in Fordcombe. These will be operational at school dropping-off and pick-up times. 

 
The LGR option 4B has been chosen by the Government. This means Kent County Council and Medway 
will be divided into 4 unitary authorities. The district councils will be abolished along with KCC and 
Medway. Sevenoaks DC, Tunbridge Well Borough Council, Tonbridge and Malling as well as Maidstone 
will all become part of a West Kent Unitary Authority. This was not the KCC's preferred choice which 
was to maintain Kent under one unitary authority with the councillors making up regional assemblies 
that would deal with such issues as planning. The KCC's administration’s view is that the whole thing is 
a waste of time and money and will tip the country over into bankruptcy a little sooner than it would 
have done anyway.  
 
At the meeting it was asked if the flashing sign would be 20 or 30 mph, in line with the speed limit. It 
was also asked if Penshurst could have the same too. Clerk to investigate. 

 
7. Sevenoaks District Councillor Mr Richard Streatfeild reported there had been a further complaint 

regarding Kingdom. The Noise Management Plan is with the Enforcement team. He had also reported 
the overgrown signs in Fordcombe to KCC. He had followed up on the ongoing Leicester Square water 
leak and was surprised to see on the reporting tool, AquAlerter, it only showed as a recent report when 
it had been ongoing (and reported) for far longer. Clerk commented she had raised that too as they 
appeared to log it, come and investigate and then it would be removed from site with the issue still 
outstanding.  

 
There were 79 houses planned for Chiddingstone Causeway which whilst the local Parish Council was 
objecting to would provide Affordable Housing.  
 
A MOP asked what a resident should do if they have an issue with the new wheelie bins. Cllr Streatfeild 
confirmed that arrangements could be made in special circumstances and that any residents having 
concerns should contact him. 
 
Cllr Horsford commented that there was an ongoing water leak by The Wall that had been reported to 
the water company since April. Ownership of the wall was still unknown but Cllr Streatfeild would have 
a look at the leak. 
 
Cllr Streatfeild reported that following complaints arising from the Festival of Speed event, Penshurst 
Place are reviewing their event management plan with regards to traffic. 
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8. Police Update – whilst no police were present at the meeting, PC McCurrie had given an update on 

issues raised by the Clerk:  
a. Speeding concerns; Chafford Lane, Spring Hill and Penshurst Road around Doubleton Lane. 

Speed data has been reviewed and statistics indicate the majority of drivers are travelling at or 
below the posted speed limits, with overall speeds remaining within the approved enforcement 
tolerances. 

b. Fordcombe School Parking; at the time of the visit there was no significant issues relating to 
vehicles arriving or departing. However, the Community Speedwatch Manager has advised that 
a useful way to support potential road safety and highway improvements, including the 
repainting of road markings, is for the school to review and update its School Travel Plan.  

c. Random speed checks in the area will continue to be carried out. 
 

9. Neighbourhood Report – Cllr Furnell reported Rural Crime has been on the increase recently. 
Teenagers stealing and riding quad bikes across farmland, untaxed and uninsured vehicles driving into 
farmyards. They are coming in from other counties and lots of reports are being made to Farmwatch. 
 
An example of how Farmwatch can help occurred after a trailer was stolen from a farm in Penshurst 
recently. A walker who saw the trailer left in a field mentioned this to a farmer friend. That farmer 
knew about the theft through Farmwatch and he alerted the owner who went and got the trailer back. 

 
Cars and car number plates are being stolen. Stolen vehicles can be sold for parts and cars with false 
number plates can be used as ‘pool cars’ to commit crime. 
 
Cllr Streatfeild left at 7.50 pm 

 
10.  Finance/Accounts:  

a. Payments:   The accounts listed at the end of the Agenda were approved for payment.   
Payments made between meetings were ratified. 

b. *Finance Update including bank reconciliation was received and approved. 
c. Grant Applications:  None received for this meeting. 
d. The continued appointment of Internal Auditor Mulberry Local Authority Services Ltd for a 

further three-year period at the agreed rate was approved. 
e. External audit has asked for further information on the submitted accounts which the Clerk has 

provided. 
 
11. Allotments update 

The Chairman confirmed he and the Clerk had carried out a site visit, both to The Warren and The 
Bottlehouse Allotments. Unfortunately, a fair few of the allotments were uncultivated, overgrown and 
some had other items sited there which were not appropriate. Letters will be sent out to those holders 
concerned.  
 
There is a waiting list of local people keen to have an allotment. 
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12. Affordable Housing – New Road Site 

English Rural had submitted the pre-application and are still awaiting the outcome, although it was 
indicated that SDC was not keen as they did not feel it fell under the remit of a Rural Exception Site, 
which was disappointing as they were involved in the earlier stages. English Rural have written to SDC, 
as have PPC, urging them to support the scheme. 
 

13. Regulation 19 Local Plan Consultation  
 Open for comment until 17th September.  

 
14. IT Provider – To consider alternative IT provider for website and emails. Aubergine was the preferred 

supplier. This was proposed by Cllr Campbell, seconded and approved. 
    

15. Clerk Report – Items for noting and information 
a. Play area annual safety inspection had been carried out by Play Safety ROSPA and the report 

received. This highlighted some remedial works Copy of report issued to Cllr Horsford who will 
review and confirm the list of maintenance to be carried out. Copies will also be provided to Cllr 
Campbell and Cllr Townsend. 

b. Bulk waste service - carry forward 
c. Complaints have been received regarding The Green due to the lack of grass cutting. Cllr 

Horsford was asked why The Green was partially cut and reported this was better for nature. He 
was asked to cut it as it looked unsightly and confirmed he would do it. 
Quotes are being sought by the Clerk for regular grounds maintenance for The Green and the 
play area. 
 

16. Planning:  
Current Applications were considered for comment: 
 

SDC 
Consultation Ref 

Address Details of Application 
Deadline 
for 
comments 

26/01621/MMA 

Oakley House 
Fordcombe Road 
Penshurst Kent 
TN11 8DP 

Amendment to 25/03363/FUL to re-siting 
of building and internal alteration 
  

5th Aug 
2026 

26/01673/FUL 

The Bottle House 
Inn Coldharbour 
Road Penshurst 
Kent TN11 8ET 

Convert first and second floors to 6 No. 
guest bedrooms, add rear elevation 
dormer window and 3 No. rooflights, 
relocate first floor fire escape door and 
ballustrade. Alterations to fenestration 
 
View agreed: Support – Cllr Campbell to 
compile wording for submission 

10th Aug 
2026 
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26/01538/OUT 

Land West Of 
Allotments 
Penshurst Road 
Leigh Kent 

Outline application for the demolition of 
vacant premises (known as Chequers 
Garage and Darts, Penshurst Road) and 
the erection of up to 64 no. dwellings (of 
which 50% will be affordable) and 
associated private amenity and open 
space with all matters reserved except 
access. 

12th Aug 
2026 

26/01667/LDCPR 
Wren Cottage The 
Green Fordcombe 
Kent TN3 0RY 

Painting of existing unpainted exterior 
brickwork on the main dwelling house 
and detached garage 

NA - info 
only 

26/01772/MMA 

Muddles Cottage 
New Road 
Penshurst Kent 
TN11 8EJ 

Amendment to 23/03360/HOUSE to 
Increase thickness of external wall 
insulation. Increase thickness of roof and 
dormer. Increase roof ridge heigh and 
pitch. Change to dormer position to the 
southern side. Change size of dormers. 
Change position of porch. Alteration to 
fenestration and rooflights 

18th Aug 
2026 

 
 
17. Highways & Public Rights of Way 

a. Safety mirror on verge by Fordcombe Village Hall. See 4b. 
b. Penshurst Road speed safety concerns (near Doubleton Lane). See Police report 8. 
c. Parking opposite Penshurst school and traffic calming in Fordcombe. See Police report 8. 

 
18. Items for noting or inclusion on future agenda at the discretion of the Chairman. 

a. Climate change – community preparation. Cllr Furnell is looking into solar panels and 
opportunities for funding for schools. He suggested another consideration should be water and 
what we could do to help. It was suggested that vulnerable residents should be encouraged to 
register with water company so that in the event of no supply, they could have water delivered 
to them. 

b. Cllr Horsford asked when the Tree Surveys were last done in the churchyards. Clerk to confirm. 
It was also asked if the verge cuts could be done later in the year to reduce the amount of cuts. 
It was confirmed it depended on rate of growth, safety and guidelines as set out by KCC. 

c. The hedge at the bottom of Glebelands is overgrown. Could West Kent Housing cut it or confirm 
if it is the responsibility of number 5. 

d. The Clerk is needing to take some time off for personal reasons. Another Clerk will step in to 
assist with any urgent issues and attend PC meetings while she is off work. 

e. A Councillor asked if they were to move outside of the parish if they could continue to be PPC. 
Clerk to inform them of the rules. 

 
Date of next meeting – Monday 7th September (to be confirmed) 7.15 pm Full Council Meeting in 
Fordcombe Village Hall. 
  
Meeting closed 8.30 pm 

mailto:Clerk@penshurstpc.org.uk


Rachael Turner, Clerk and RFO 
Penshurst Parish Council 

PO Box 310 
Hartfield TN6 9FZ 

Tel: 07851 760013 
Clerk@penshurstpc.org.uk 

Draft Minutes – Penshurst Parish Council – 3 August 2026 Meeting 

 
Meeting dates/times can be subject to change, please always check  
https://www.penshurstpc.co.uk/website  for next meeting date/Agenda. 
 
 

Appendix 

Payments List approved at the meeting: 

 

August 26 payments 

 
 

 

Payments made between meetings: 

July 26 payments 

 

Payee Details of payment Amount VAT Net

Playsafety Ltd

Annual safety Inspection Fordcombe Play 

Area
128.40£               

21.40£     107.00£       

Vision ICT Website hosting 26-27 241.50£               40.25£     201.25£       

Lucy Fuller Rowell Lengthslady services Jul 26 100.00£               -£         100.00£       

Rachael Turner Clerk pay Jul 26 1,019.84£            1,019.84£   

HMRC 120PR02597105 Tax and NI Jul 26 412.61£               
412.61£       

TOTAL 1,902.35£            61.65£     1,840.70£   

Payee Details of payment Amount

Lucy Fuller Rowell Lengthslady services Jun 26 100.00£               

Rachael Turner Clerk pay Jun 26 1,019.84£            

HMRC 120PR02597105 Tax and NI Jun 26
412.61£               

Mulberry Local 

Authority Services
Internal audit 25-26 year

364.32£               

Complete Weed Control

Weed control 16/6 Fordcombe and play 

area
241.02£               

Oast and Oak Services

Cut and strim Fordcombe and Penshurst 

churchyards 8/6 to 2/7
699.21£               

Vision ICT website MOT 174.00£               

TOTAL 3,011.00£            
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